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25. — Biographies of Distinguished Scientific Men. By Fran§ois 
Arago, Member of the Institute. Translated by Admiral W. H. 
Smyth, D. C. L., F. E. S., etc., the Ret. Baden Powell, M. A., 
F. R. S., etc., and Robert Grant, Esq., M. A., F. R. A. S. Se- 
ries First and Second. Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1859. 12mo. 
pp. 444, 486. 

The First Series of these Biographies commences with the author's 
autobiography. It is defaced by a vanity almost puerile, and presents 
several of Arago's brethren in science in a light by no means amiable. 
Its chief value lies in its preserving a few not unimportant items of sci- 
entific history. The residue of the volumes in hand is filled with biogra- 
phies of distinguished Frenchmen and Englishmen, most or all of them 
prepared by M. Arago in his capacity of Perpetual Secretary of the 
Academy of Sciences. They are of worth, equally as presenting details 
of life and character, and as furnishing numerous incidental facts con- 
nected with the scientific development of the last and the present cen- 
tury, which have no record elsewhere. The translators have assumed 
also the office of interpreters and critics, inserting well-timed explana- 
tions where the text is involved in technicalities, expressing their dis- 
sent, with the grounds for it, on various subjects open to controversy, 
and in some cases obviating unfair inferences to which the author's 
personal prejudices might lead his less informed readers. These notes, 
introduced modestly and sparingly, constitute a highly valuable feature 
of the work as it is now given to us. 



26. — The Life of John Milton. Narrated in Connection with the 
Political, Ecclesiastical, and Literary History of his Time. By Da- 
vid Masson, M. A., Professor of English Literature in University 
College, London. "With Portraits, and Specimens of his Handwrit- 
ing at different Periods. Vol. I. 1608-1639. Boston : Gould and 
Lincoln. 1859. 8vo. pp. 658. 

This is the first of three ponderous volumes, while all that is ac- 
tually known of Milton's life might be comprised in two hundred octavo 
pages. But Mr. Masson's work is really the history of the English 
mind, church, and state during the sixty-six years between Milton's 
birth and death. At the same time the author omits nothing, however 
trivial, which can be given as in direct or remote connection with Mil- 
ton. Thus there is a very long treatise on the genealogy of the poet's 
parents, and large portions of his college exercises are translated from 
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the Latin in which they have slumbered till now. This volume, with 
all its apparent prolixity, is exceedingly attractive ; for the writer has 
not only, with the fidelity of a true antiquary, collected the memorials 
of the seventeenth century, but has also thoroughly vitalized them, and 
dramatized their action, so that we might almost seem to be reading 
from contemporary journals. "When the remaining volumes reach us, 
we hope to enter more fully into the merits of the work, and such 
new views as it may have given of its illustrious subject. 



27. — A New History of the Conquest of Mexico, in which Las Casas's 
Denunciations of the Popular Historians of that War are fully vin- 
dicated. By Robert Anderson "Wilson, Counsellor at Law, 
Author of " Mexico and its Religion," etc. Philadelphia : James 
Challen and Son. 1859. 8vo. pp. 539. 

"We are not yet prepared to criticise this book, unless we adopt Syd- 
ney Smith's doctrine, and regard ourselves as specially qualified to re- 
view it by not having read it. But we have read enough to see that it 
is a work of no ordinary ability, research, boldness, and vigor. Mr. 
Wilson has collected in Mexico'all the materials there accessible for his 
use, and especially has examined the alleged monuments of Aztec civil- 
ization, which dwindle on a near approach. He pronounces Bernal' 
Diaz a myth, and, of course, his so-called personal narrative a collection 
of myths. With all the fervor of an iconoclast he deals destruction 
among historical traditions, till now undoubted. "We are not yet pre- 
pared to believe that his reading of this portion of American history 
will take its place as genuine ; but we reserve our opinion till we 
have a right to form it. 



28. — Annual Obituary Notices of Eminent Persons who have Died in 
the United States. For 1857. By Hon. Nathan Crosby. Bos- 
ton : Phillips, Sampson, & Co. 1858. pp. 432. 

"We are glad to see this plan of an annual Necrology started, and 
under such auspices as must insure success. Of course the chief merit 
of such a work must be completeness, and of this no estimate can be 
formed without ascertaining from various sections of the country how 
far in each city, county, or vicinity, it gives satisfaction, or what num- 
ber and kind of omissions are complained of. The quality of the no- 
tices, except in the case of some person of extended fame, must depend, 



